
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS Colossians 1:15-20 

Read Colossians 1:15-20 (and pray) 

It is important to know that verse 15-20 is one of the ‘purple’ passages in the Bible on the Person and work 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. It speaks of His Supremacy over creation (old and new) and as a result His 

Sufficiency in Salvation. This all fits in with the Main Idea of Colossians: Jesus Christ is all you need. 

 

Jesus Christ’s Supremacy over creation (15-17) 

1. What does Paul mean when he says that Jesus is the ‘image of the invisible God? Hint: see John 

1:18. So, if we could learn something about God outside of Jesus, even if in dreams and visions 

and myths (the things troubling the Colossians), what would this say about Jesus?   
 

2. How much of God can we learn from Jesus according to verse 19? How much of Himself has God 

given to us in Jesus? 

 

3. Jesus is described as ‘firstborn’ in 15a. Some people like the JW’s think this means that Jesus was 

created. Discuss what the Bible means by the word ‘firstborn’ by looking up Psalm 89:24-28 and 

Hebrews 1:1-3. 

 

4. Fill in the following table: 

Creation is… Discuss what this means in your own words 

…by Jesus (16)  

…for Jesus (16b)  

…held together in Jesus (17)  
 

Jesus Christ’s Supremacy over new creation (18-20) 

5. What does it mean that Jesus is the ‘Head of the body, the church’? 
 

6. What parallels are there in the language of 18-19 and 15-17 and what does this say about Jesus in 

regard to the new creation? 
 

7. Why is Jesus called ‘the firstborn from the dead’? Hint: see Romans 8:29. 
 

8. What did Jesus’ death achieve according to verse 20 and what does this mean? Hint: see 

Ephesians 1:7-10 
 

9. So, putting it all together, Jesus is Supreme in Creation because He created everything and He holds 

it all together. He is Supreme in New Creation because of His death and resurrection. What does 

this say about the sufficiency of our salvation in Christ? Do you think as a church we have the ‘full 

gospel’ or is there something lacking? Can you think of ways in which Christians are tempted to 

add to Jesus? 

 



LEADERS NOTES: 

1. Jesus Christ is a perfect image of God. There is nothing we can know about God outside of Jesus 

Christ. Even creation, which speaks of God’s divinity and power and goodness, is only made clear 

once we see the Lord of Creation, Jesus. Therefore, anything that purports to reveal God and isn’t 

in Jesus is actually detracting from Jesus and giving a false picture of God. If we could learn anything 

about God outside of Jesus, this would make Jesus an insufficient revelation of God. 

2.  All of God’s fulness is in Jesus. To know Jesus is to know God. All knowledge of God is through Jesus 

and even in heaven we will have direct fellowship with the Father, but it will still be through the 

Son by the Spirit – because the Son is God and the Spirit is God. 

3. Firstborn is a title mean ‘the one who owns everything’ or ‘the one to whom everything is going’. 

True, when it comes to human beings, the firstborn is the one who got born first. But God didn’t 

have children and He definitely didn’t have more than one. So ‘firstborn’ can’t mean this when it 

comes to Jesus. Also, verse 19 says that Jesus is the ‘firstborn’ from the dead. That can’t mean that 

He was created first from death. That makes no sense. 

4. Absolutely everything was made by Jesus (John 1:3), everything was actually made for Jesus – in 

other words, He is not just the source of everything, He is the goal of everything. Jesus is not God’s 

rescue plan in the sense that He is an afterthought. Before Adam and Eve sinned, before anything 

was made, Jesus Christ was the goal. Jesus is why anything exists. And Jesus keeps everything 

together. He has a usual way of doing things, which we call ‘natural laws’, but really, behind 

everything we see is the Jesus we can’t see, holding it all together.  

5. The ‘Head of the body, the church’ is a brilliant word-picture. The body is nothing without the Head. 

In fact, everything comes together in the Head. Jesus Christ is the One in whom the whole church 

coheres and exists. Basically, He holds it all together – just like all things are held together by Him in 

creation. And of course, Head means He rules over everything too. 

6. Paul uses parallel language in 15-17 and 18-19 to show that what is true about Jesus Christ in 

creation is also true in new creation: i.e. He is Supreme. Here are the parallels. All things are held 

together in Him = Head of the body, Image of God = fullness of God, firstborn = firstborn 

(obviously), before all things = the beginning. 

7. This title means not just that Jesus rose from the dead, but that He is the beginning of the 

resurrection from the dead for everyone else (who believes in Him). And this is what the whole of 

creation is waiting for according to Romans 8. Once again, He is Supreme in the New Creation. 

8. Through His death, Jesus Christ has restored order to the Universe. This does not mean Universal 

Salvation. What it means is that Jesus Christ has triumphed over everything bringing salvation to 

those who submit to Him and bring judgement to all those who oppose Him. The Universal 

rebellion against Him in the spiritual realms has been sorted and the rebellion against Him on earth 

has been sorted too. In everything Jesus Christ now reigns Supreme. And all this because of His 

triumphant death and resurrection. Peace is the outcome after the restoration of order. 

9. This is an open-ended question which helps us realise that everything we could possibly need is in 

Jesus. Jesus Christ is enough. The idea of the ‘full gospel’ and ‘full gospel churches’ came out of the 

belief that the gospel we preach is insufficient. We also need a ‘second baptism’ to get more of 

Jesus, more power, more signs, more experience. Some have argued for the need for signs and 

wonders to accompany the gospel. Others have argued for the need for law observance. A quick 

glance through Colossians will show how they were being tempted to pursue visions and the study 

of angels etc. We will always be tempted to add to Jesus. But we need to keep reminding ourselves 

about His Supremacy and therefore His Sufficiency. 

 


