
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS Colossians 1:19-20 

Read Colossians 1:19-20 (and pray) 

 

1. Discuss what the word ‘reconciliation’ means. 

 

2. How divine was Jesus according to verse 19? 

 

3. A bridge must touch both sides in order to work. Look up Job 9:32-33 and discuss why it was 

necessary that Jesus had to be fully God and fully man. 

 

4. Forgiveness is always costly to some degree or other. Discuss why you agree or disagree with this 

statement. What did it cost God to forgive us? Why did it cost God to forgive us? 

 

5. In the sermon on this passage we concentrated on God’s reconciling sinful human beings to 

Himself. But verse 20 speaks of God reconciling, not just people to Himself, but all things, things on 

earth and in heaven. How does Jesus’ death on the cross reconcile the world to God? (Hint: Look 

up Romans 8:19-23) and how does Jesus’ death reconcile the spiritual world to God? (Hint: Look 

up Colossians 2:13-15) 

 

6. According to verse 20, the result of reconciliation rightly done is peace. Can you think of any reason 

why God would have anything against someone who trusts in the finished work of Jesus Christ? 

 

7. In the light of the extraordinary lengths God has gone to, to reconcile us to Himself, how do you 

think what God has done for us should shape our relationships with others? Discuss some 

practical steps we could take to reconcile with those who have offended us. 

 

Leaders Notes 

1. Of course there are many ways to describe reconciliation but any definition must include some 

description of a breakdown in relationship between two parties which is then dealt with so that 

the relationship is fully restored. It does not mean that both parties were wrong. In the case of 

God, we alone did the wrong. He was offended by our bad behaviour. He reconciled us to 

Himself by dealing with our sin on the cross so that the cause of offense has been removed and 

peace now reigns between Him and us. 



2. Jesus Christ is 100% God and 100% man. He is not a mixture of the two but both. Classically 

Christians have said that Jesus is One Person with Two Natures, both God and man. He is 

literally, the God-man. 

3.  Job’s plea for a mediator who can relate to both God and man is the cry of the Old Testament. 

Wonderfully, God solves the problem and provides the Perfect Mediator in Jesus who perfectly 

relates to God and fully relates to us because He is both God and man together. This is what 

qualifies Him only, to be a priest. 

4. Forgiveness entails letting something go. Forgiveness means not holding someone liable for 

something for which they are liable. Forgiveness therefore always entails loss. Of course, there 

is also much to gain – the joy of restored relationships etc. But the actual act of forgiving is an 

experience of loss. God had to ‘lose’ in order to forgive us. He lost His Son. He willingly gave His 

Son so that He could forgive us. So why didn’t God just forgive us without incurring the loss of 

His Son? Because our sin demands His righteous judgement. If He just forgave us without Jesus’ 

death (as if that were even possible), He would be destroying His justice and His moral 

credibility. 

5. Jesus’ death accomplishes more than just the salvation and forgiveness of people. It also 

restores the Universe to order – it puts everything to right again. As regards the created order, 

Jesus’ death frees the world from the curse it is under as a result of man’s sin. This is because 

Another Man has now borne that curse and exhausted it on the cross. Also, the spiritual world 

(this is what Paul refers to by the phrase ‘things in heaven’ in verse 20), is opposed to God. That 

is, there is Satan and his followers who rebel against God. Jesus’ death has triumphed over 

them. They have done their worst and Jesus has absorbed it all, died, but risen again in triumph. 

Where Adam failed to uphold the rule of God over the world and ceded authority to Satan, 

Jesus, the Second Adam, has triumphed and won back dominion from Satan. If you have time in 

your group, perhaps read Psalm 8 which is a wonderful reflection on this theme. 

6. This question is designed to help God’s people really take on board that God is not against them 

but for them. Satan wreaks havoc on Christian assurance when we keep thinking that God is out 

to get us because we know how many times we let Him down etc. The truth is that He is not 

against us. He is in fact delighted with us. There is complete peace between God and anyone 

who trusts in Jesus and His finished work. Sins in the past, present and future are all completely 

dealt with. 

7. Perhaps some folk in the group might be willing to share some relationship struggles where 

they can take practical steps to emulate God and seek reconciliation even to their own cost. 


