
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS Colossians 1:24-29 

Read Colossians 1:24-29 (and pray) 

As we have gone through Colossians we have seen that the Gospel is spreading throughout  

the world and is reconciling all things to Jesus Christ. The Gospel is powerful and incredible.  

Yet when we look at the world around us it doesn’t always feel that way...  

 

1. What causes you to get discouraged about the spread of the Gospel in Perth and beyond? 

 

 

2. Look at v.24. How is Paul suffering? (4:10, 4:18) Why does He rejoice in His sufferings? What 

perspective would we need to rejoice like him when we suffer or face setbacks? 

 

 

3. How can Christ’s afflictions be lacking? Can we fill them up today like Paul did? 

 

 

4. Read v.25-27. God’s “mystery” (or secret) is now out. He could use any means to spread his 

Gospel. Why do you think He uses weak, suffering human beings to do it? 

 

 

5. This mystery is “Christ in you, the hope of glory”. Why is this mystery so precious and valuable? 

How does knowing the value of this mystery protect us from getting discouraged? 

 

 

6. In verse 28-29 Paul sums up the work he and his ministry team do. The aim is presenting everyone 

mature/perfect in Christ. The means to this end is by proclaiming Christ. Those who do this are 

empowered by Christ.  

 

a) How can your growth group better work together to reach this aim? Are there 

new things you could try? (write to missionaries, have dinner together but invite 

non-Christian friends, join a sports team together to make non-Christian friends) 

 

b) The going will get tough. What will Jesus do to keep us going?  

 

c) How can we grow in wisdom at sharing the Gospel? 

 

  



 

Leaders Notes 

1. We can easily be discouraged by the apathy of our non-Christian friends, the lack of Gospel 

growth around us, and the rising persecution of Christians in the West (limiting of free speech). 

Beyond us our brothers and sisters suffer even worse persecution. 

 

2. Paul is in prison and possibly facing execution. It is hard to believe God’s plan of salvation is 

working when his chief spokesmen is locked up, facing death. Yet Paul rejoices. This is because 

God’s work has the same pattern from beginning to end. The pattern of salvation is the same 

pattern for the spread of the Gospel. Jesus suffered so that others would reach glory, therefore 

Paul must suffer to spread the Gospel. That is the normal pattern of Gospel ministry. God uses 

suffering to save others. That should be what we expect to (Matthew 5:11-12, 2 Timothy 3:12). 

Serving others sometimes is smooth sailing, but mostly it is hard painful work, but that doesn’t 

mean it’s not effective or that things are not going according to plan. 

 

3. Paul is not saying that Christ’s atonement is lacking in some way (just go back a few verses to 

see his death reconcile people and the world). The afflictions Paul is going through are not to 

win salvation, but to spread it. He is talking corporately about Christ’s afflictions (e.g. Acts 9:4). 

We can go through the same thing today when we suffer for the spread of the Gospel. 

 

4. God uses weak human beings to spread the Gospel because it shows us his glory. There are 

many mighty forces in our world today. Consumerism, secularism, atheism, the liberal media 

etc. Sometimes it can feel like David v. Goliath. Yet God is showing his incredible might by using 

weak lowly people to take his Gospel to the ends of the earth. Also our weakness keeps us from 

boasting in ourselves. 

 

5. The Christ, who creates all things and reconciles all things to himself, is now dwelling in us. And 

he gives us an eternal hope far beyond comparison with anything in this world. When we chew 

on what Christ is doing within us, and what is awaiting us, we will be kept from discouragement. 

It might be good to hear to ask your group for concrete ways they can do this. 

 

6. a) Try and be creative and think of different ways your group can present more people mature 

before Jesus. You’ll need to think through where your group is at. If your group doesn’t have 

many non-Christian connections you may want to think of ways you can get to know some. 

Perhaps your group has lots of connections but you could do better at supporting each other 

and working together (e.g. hunt in packs). Perhaps your group needs to pray more for non-

Christians or maybe you could run an evangelistic course.  

 

b) Jesus keeps us going by his Gospel. Gospel joy keeps us working hard despite the setbacks 

and sufferings. God is powerfully working through the tired and exhausted Christian. Too often 

we let how we feel, shape our perspective. We need to see Christ at work, even when it’s hard. 

 

c) We need wisdom to help us get better at warning and teaching others. As a group it’s helpful 

to share our experiences together of what works and doesn’t and ways we’ve used to share the 

Gospel or to answer tough questions 

 


