
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

1. MESSSAGE: Read John 17:14-17 Why does the world hate those to whom Jesus has given God’s 
word? How does Jesus ‘draw’ people out of the world and keep us safe from the evil one? Discuss 
how we at NCC can ensure that we are not only ‘Word based’ but ‘Word only’? How can we work 
towards a ‘revival of the Bible’? 

 
2. MAGNIFICATION: Read Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10 How would you describe the purpose of absolutely 

everything that exists? What are the two main reasons God is worthy of all glory? Discuss how we 
at NCC can express heartfelt authentic affection toward our Great Creator and Redeemer? 

 

3. MEMBERSHIP: Read 1 Peter 2:4-5 What parallels are there between the Christian church, both 
Jews and Gentiles, with the Temple in the Old Testament? What is the Temple of God now? Who 
are the priests? What sacrifices do they offer? Why should anything we do be acceptable to God? 
Discuss how you think we can grow our membership at NCC? What do you think ‘meaningful 
membership’ should look like?  

 
4.  MATURITY: Read Colossians 1:28 How would you answer someone who says, ‘I’m tired of hearing 

about Jesus all the time. We need to get more meat’? Discuss how we can grow in maturity in 
Jesus Christ as NCC? Discuss how you think our Growth Groups can function better and be more 
effective in growing Christians in maturity. 

 

5. MINISTRY: Read 1 Peter 4:9-11 What are the two ‘major’ categories of spiritual gifts? How does 
Peter tell us to use these two types of gifts? What is the point of serving others with your gifts? 
Discuss how we can get better at serving each other at NCC.  

 

6. MISSION: Romans 1:4-5 Why did Jesus Christ give grace and apostleship to Paul? Now that we are 
called to belong to Christ, what are we to do with the gospel that we have been entrusted with? 
Discuss how we at NCC can better reach out with the gospel to the people of the Northern 
Suburbs, Perth and even beyond. 

Read Psalm 90:17 and spend time in prayer for each of the M’s. Ask God to ‘strengthen the 
work of our hands’ as we continue to do these things until Jesus Christ returns. 



Leaders Notes 

1. The great ‘sticking point’ between Christians and the world is the Word of God, the Bible. The 

world has no problems with Christians being kind, caring for the poor, doing good deeds etc. 

The world doesn’t mind us gathering together and singing for hours. Satan doesn’t mind any of 

those things and he is not opposed to them. BUT, when Christians begin to take the Bible 

seriously and preach and teach what it actually says – this will arouse fierce opposition. Satan 

and the world who slavishly follow him detest the word of God. And yet God calls people out of 

the world through the word – only. Faith only comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God. 

2. Everything, absolutely everything that exists or has happened is all for one thing: for a display of 

the glory of God. We don’t give God glory in a real sense, we just recognise and ascribe to Him 

the glory that He already has. ‘Magnification’ does not mean ‘making bigger’ but rather, 

‘bringing into sharper focus’ what is already there. 

3. Throughout the New Testament, descriptions of Israel are applied to the church. Not that the 

Gentiles replace Israel, but rather, that both Jew and Gentile are now incorporated into a brand 

new thing: the church. In this passage Peter speaks of how the church replaces the Temple with 

all of its features. The only reason what we do is acceptable to God is because of our Perfect 

High Priest. He stands, not in an earthly temple, but in the heavenly one where He has offered 

Himself as a sacrifice for sin. He now intercedes for us as our Faithful High Priest. Therefore, 

everything us ‘little’ priests do is based on His Perfect Priesthood and is acceptable to God. 

4. The gospel of Jesus Christ not only saves us but also grows us. Every sin, at its root, can be 

traced to a ‘disbelief’ in some aspect of the gospel and an action that is not in accordance with 

the gospel. Therefore, all spiritual growth is about understanding the gospel more, believing it 

more, and changing our behaviour in accordance with the gospel. 

5. The two major categories of gifts are ‘hands’ and ‘speaking’. Of course there are more subtle 

differences than this, but these are the two major categories according to Peter. Either way, 

those who speak must speak the Bible only – the ‘oracles of God’. This means that they must 

get the Bible right and, with the gift God gives them, and apply it rightly to the people they seek 

to serve. Those who do practical works of serving must do so without grumbling and with the 

strength the Lord gives. The major point of serving others with your gifts is that God is glorified 

as Peter makes very clear. 

6. Where a church is not actively on mission to reach out to people around them, they show that 

they have not understood the gospel clearly. As Paul says in our passage, the gospel is for  the 

nations. Christians have been entrusted with the gospel expressly for the purpose of passing it 

on to the nations. The bottom line: the gospel is not ours to keep. 


