
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS John 14:15-31 

Read John 14:15-31 

1. “True love for God always shows itself in obedience to Him.”  Look at verse 15, 21, 23-24 and 31 

and discuss whether you agree with this statement and discuss why we often disassociate 

obedience and love. What does verse 15 tell us about who Jesus thinks He is? Hint: see 

Deuteronomy 6:4-6. 

 

2. Following on from the previous question, discuss whether you think it is possible to have a 

relationship with God without the words of Jesus. What about the Old Testament believers? 

 

3. The Holy Spirit is called ‘paraklete’ in verse 16, which literally means ‘one called alongside’. There is 

no exact English equivalent so various translations use the words ‘Helper’, ‘Counsellor’, ‘Advocate’, 

‘Comforter’ etc.  Spend some time discussing how the Holy Spirit living in us does all these things 

for us by thinking about what Jesus did for His disciples when He was physically with them. For 

example compare Luke 22:31-32 and Romans 8:26. 

 

4.  In your own words, how would you answer Judas’ (not Iscariot!) question in verse 22? 

 

5. In verse 18 and 23 Jesus promised without reservation that “I will not leave you as orphans, I will 

come to you.” “The Father and I will come and make up our home with him.” Spend some time 

discussing how we can become more aware of this reality? I.e. what must we do practically? 

 

6. Look closely at what the Spirit will do in verse 25-27. Of course, Jesus is promising this to the 

apostles firstly, and that is why we can be assured that what they wrote is accurate and reliable. If 

we want to be a spirit-filled and spirit-led church, what must we focus on?  

 

7. Spend time praying for NCC as we move to Balcatta that we would not lose sight of Word ministry 

in all our various expressions of it (children, youth, Growth Groups, preaching etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leaders Notes 

1. We naturally – because we are naturally sinful – think that obedience is about cold conformity 

to commands. The truth is, obedience to God is about love. If we love God we will trust Him and 

we will believe that He wishes the best for us and for His glory and so we will obey from the 

heart. The reason we don’t obey is because we love ourselves. The truth is, when we disobey 

God we are obeying something else: our own desires etc. We get used to it but really, when 

Jesus says we must obey His commands and this shows love for Him and the Father, He is 

equating Himself with what God says in the Shema in Deuteronomy. For His Jewish listeners, 

this would be another example of Jesus equating Himself with the God of the Old Testament. 

2. No. No relationship with God is possible without Jesus’ words. Old Testament believers did have 

a relationship with God because they had Jesus’ words! According to 1 Peter 1 the Old 

Testament prophets spoke by the ‘spirit of Christ’! Jesus has always been the Word of God. The 

difference in the Old Testament was that the Word had not yet become flesh. 

3. If we get this question right we will go a long way in understanding the role of the Spirit. Jesus 

uses the word ‘another’ (and in the Greek the word Jesus uses means ‘another just like the 

other’ or ‘more of the same’). This means that whatever Jesus did for the disciples the Spirit 

now does, now that Jesus is physically absent. It would take a very long essay to describe all 

that Jesus did for His disciples but the point is, as long as people are looking at Jesus and what 

He did for the disciples in order to understand the role of the Spirit, then they are on the right 

track. One example: Advocate: In Luke 22:31-32 Jesus said that Peter was weak but He was 

praying for Him. Romans 8:26 shows how the Spirit prays for us and puts into words even our 

deepest sights and moans when words fail us! 

4. The answer is simply that if you obey Jesus’ words He and the Father will live within you by the 

Holy Spirit living within you and you will ‘see’ Him. Not with physical eyes, but with even more 

certainty than that. Blind people fall in love and get married. Should we say that they cannot be 

certain of love or certain of their partners because they can’t see? Absurd. In the same way, we 

are certain of the presence of our Saviour and of our loving relationship with Him without 

physically seeing Him. (1 Peter 1 again.) 

5. This is really the application of this passage. If we look at what Jesus says, it begins with obeying 

His word. So practically, we cannot realise the presence of the Triune God unless we are in His 

word. And again, we need to set time aside to do that. But when we read the Bible, we must 

actively and deliberately seek Him and His presence. Sometimes we just read the Bible to get 

information rather than to meet with a Person. Also we must pray. As we speak to Him and 

keep speaking to Him we become conscious that He is really there hearing what we say. Also, 

we ought to cultivate a growing belief that God really is there with us. Sometimes we put God 

out of our minds and when we do that, it becomes harder to remember what Jesus promised is 

really true. 

6. A spirit-filled and spirit-led church will be an expository bible teaching church. Only as we 

preach and teach the words of Jesus is the Spirit active and present. Without the words of 

Jesus, even if we prophesy or do miracles in His name (! – see Matthew 7:21-23), we are not 

open to the Holy Spirit. 

 


