
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

16. Healthy sight, healthy heart, heavenly treasure 

Read Matthew 6:19-24 

 

1. What is the first reason Jesus gives for not continuing to lay up treasures on earth?  
 

2. Looking at the passage as a whole, discuss what you think a ‘treasure’ is?  
 

3. What are some of the ways we can check ourselves to see whether we are 
treasuring things on earth? 

 
4. Discuss some practical ways we can store up treasure in heaven – treasure that 

lasts. 
 

5. According to Jesus, what is the most important reason to store up treasure in 
heaven? 

 
6.  Why does Jesus talk about the eyes in verse 22-23 – in other words, what is the 

relationship between seeing and what the heart loves? 
 

7. So how do we make sure our eyes are healthy, so that our souls are healthy so that 
we have treasure in heaven forever? Hint: See Hebrews 12:1-2. Share some 
practical ways of doing this. 

 
8. Discuss some ways we try and ‘soften’ the clear teaching of Jesus in verse 24? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leaders Notes 

1. It will break your heart when it gets taken from you – and it will. A rich plantation owner was showing 

John Wesley all his land, houses and assets and asked Wesley what he thought. Wesley replied with 

words the effect: ‘You’re going to have a hard time leaving all this behind.” 

2. Looking at the passage as a whole, we can see that treasure is something your heart settles on, loves, 

serves and is devoted to. For example, the man who lives next door to NCC is sitting on about 6 million 

dollars’ worth of real estate. Clearly his treasure isn’t money otherwise he would have sold it long ago. 

His treasure is his vegetable garden. In other words, a treasure has no intrinsic value until our hearts 

settle upon it. If he treasured the Kingdom of God, he would give the property to NCC to be used for 

gospel ministry. A treasure is whatever thing you are devoted to. 

3. There are a number of ways to test whether your heart has decided something is a treasure. Do you 

make sacrifices for this thing – if you do, it’s a treasure. Do you sacrifice too much time – at the 

expense of your family, friends and church? Then it’s a treasure. Do you think of it often? Is your joy 

tied to it – in other words, if you lose this thing will you be devastated or just shrug your shoulders and 

move on? Are you willing to share it? No one will share their spouse because that is a good thing to 

treasure, but if you can’t share your car, then you have stored too much value to it. And most of all, 

does this ‘thing’ make you love God more or less? If it makes you love God more and His people more, 

then don’t worry, you are not treasuring it.  

4. Here’s what A.W.Tozer said: “Any temporary possession can be turned into everlasting wealth. 

Whatever is given to Christ is immediately touched with immortality.” So, if you have possessions that 

are too close to your heart, either give them away, sell them and give the money to gospel ministry, or 

be generous and share them. The group can discuss examples of this but here’s one. If you own a 

holiday cottage somewhere, make sure your brothers and sisters know about it and make it freely 

available to share. If you are in a position to upgrade your old car, consider making your old car freely 

available to someone in the church who is poor etc. Do you have frequent flyer points – perhaps offer 

them to someone who never gets to travel etc. 

5. Because your heart will follow your treasure. God actually doesn’t want your money at all. “Who has 

ever given to God that He should repay him?” (Romans 11 towards the end). God is after your heart. 

Therefore give your stuff to Him and your heart will follow it. 

6. This is really the logic of the passage. Jesus is saying that all of life is about perspective: how you see 

things. If you see earthly goods as treasure, you heart will go after them. However, Jesus is asking us 

as His disciples to see things the way He sees things. If we see heaven and God as our True Treasure 

our heart will go after those things and ‘the things of the earth will grow strangely dim in the light of 

His glory and grace’ – as the old song goes.  

7. The answer is to keep looking to Jesus Christ and Him crucified. As Newton said: “Wonderful are the 

effects when a crucified, glorious Saviour is presented by the power of the Spirit, in the light of the 

Word, to the eye of Faith. This sight destroys the love of sin, heals the wounds of guilt, softens the 

hard heart, and fills the soul with peace, life, and joy; and makes obedience practicable, desirable, and 

pleasant. If we could see this more, we should look less at other things.” The members of the group 

can share different ways they keep looking to Jesus. 

8. Because we suffer from ‘affluenza’ in Australia we find Jesus’ teaching in verse 24 very hard to accept. 

The result is that our deceitful hearts soften it with phrases like this: “Well, I’m not actually wealthy 

because I have a huge mortgage”, not admitting that having your own home in one of the most 

expensive cities in the world makes you richer than 95% of all other human beings. Or, “I don’t love 

money, I just want to have enough to be comfortable”, forgetting that God has never called us to be 

comfortable and that riches will not make you comfortable anyway. Or “I’m not wealthy, you should 

see my neighbours”, forgetting that comparisons with the not-yet believers of this world is a hopeless 

way of measuring your wealth.” Or “I collect xyz not because I treasure them but because it’s my 



hobby”, forgetting that ‘collecting’ is often a respectable euphemism for doing exactly what Jesus says 

we ought not to do: store up treasures on earth. 


