
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

18. Mercy triumphs over judgement 

Read Matthew 7:1-6 

 

1. “Christians have a tendency to being judgemental”. Discuss why you agree or 
disagree with this statement. 

 
2. Most unbelievers will shout a hearty ‘amen’ to verse 1. Most secular people also 

think it’s wrong to judge (there’s an oxymoron for you!!!!) Discuss how Christians 
and unbelievers have very different grounds for not judging.  

 
3. Compare verse 2 with Romans 14:1-12. Discuss the similarity between what Jesus 

and His apostle Paul are saying in these two chapters? What is the opposite of 
judgmentalism according to Romans 14:13-19?  

 
4. Give some practical examples of the way we are so good at spotting the fault in our 

brothers and sisters and forget our own faults. 
 

5. “I think our Christian lives are our own private affair and we shouldn’t try and correct 
each other.”  How does this attitude square up with what Jesus says in verse 5? Also, 
see Galatians 6:1-2 and James 5:19-20 and Hebrews 10:24-25 and Hebrews 13:17 

 
6. How open are you to having your brothers and sisters gently correct you? How do 

you react when they do? Do you give them licence to, or is everyone afraid to say 
anything ‘correcting’ to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Leaders Notes 

1. Christians do have a tendency to being judgemental. There are reasons for this. Christians are 

people for whom right and wrong really matter. Christians are not morally ‘neutral’. We have 

strong beliefs that there is a right and a wrong and that a day is coming when there will be a 

judgement. Our God is not morally neutral – He has extremely strong views on what is right and 

what is wrong. Now, all of this is good. All of this is right. By contrast the world doesn’t have 

strong views about right and wrong or, if it does, these views come and go. At one stage racism 

was quite acceptable, at another stage, it will be considered a sin. Today materialism is 

acceptable, and in a few decades time, it may become widely regarded as wrong. However, 

because Christians have such strong views of right and wrong, Satan tempts us to become 

judgemental in our dealings with others. We fail to distinguish between the ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ 

things that really matter, and everything becomes an issue of ‘the highest order’. I have even 

heard Christians say that it is a sin to believe in evolution! 

2. In our secular world most people also think judging is wrong. However, the reason they think it 

is wrong to judge is because they believe there is no right and no wrong. There are no objective 

standards of right and wrong. They think like this: “Who’s to say what is right and what is 

wrong? What may be right for me may not be right for you and vice versa.” By contrast, 

Christians believe there are absolute standards of right and wrong. However, Christians believe 

these standards are set by Jesus Christ Himself. In this sense, we can’t judge because its not up 

to us to set the standards of right and wrong. We can only pronounce wrong what Jesus thinks 

is wrong and we can only pronounce right what Jesus thinks is right. We don’t impose our 
values on others – we seek to explain Jesus’ values to others. 

3. There is a lot to digest in this question. The key point is this: we ought not to judge our brothers 

and sisters in matters of indifference – matters that don’t go to salvation. In verse 2 Jesus 

speaks of ‘the judgement you pronounce’ and ‘the measure you use’. In other words, Jesus is 

speaking against judging by your own standards. Now, in Romans 14 Paul is saying the same 

thing. He says you are welcome to impose your own standards on yourself. Feel free. But, don’t 

impose those standards on others. He gives the example of food and holy days. Paul says that 

none of these things matter and we should not judge each other in these two areas. He 

reiterates what Jesus says ‘you will be judged’ by saying that every one of us will appear before 

the judgement seat of God. So logically, only God’s judgement matters, therefore don’t take the 

place of God! Stop judging your brothers and sisters. Positively, the best way of avoiding being 

judgemental is what Paul says in Romans 14:13-19 and especially verse 19! Seek to build your 

brothers and sisters up. 

4. This is for each Growth Group to discuss but some examples might be: we look at those who 

smoke and we think their sin is appalling, but we overeat all the time. We hate it when people 

lie to us but we often lie to others. We are appalled when people are untidy or disorganised but 

we are proud and arrogant in our perfect neatness. Or, we think its so wrong for people to have 

same-sex attraction issues but we secretly lust for people to whom we are not married. We 

think it’s such a sin to drink too much but we’ll happily binge watch TV and indulge the sin of 

our laziness. We think it's so wrong for people to waste money on gambling but we’ll happily 

spend vast sums of money for luxurious overseas holiday trips. We think its wrong that people 

cheat on their tax returns but we cheat on giving money to the church. We think road rage is a 

horrible sin but in our hearts we rage just as much when people drive poorly. We think 

domestic violence is a despicable crime but we aren’t kind, gentle and loving towards our own 

wives… etc. etc. 



5. Jesus says that when we are humble, conscious of our own failings we will be in a better 

position to lovingly help our brothers and sisters. The whole New Testament teaches us that 

Christianity is a Team Sport. We grow together. Especially Hebrews 10:24-25 which says that sin 

deceives us. When we are not in a Christian community we are deceived easily by sin. We think 

we are doing ok. For example, we may use the ‘sh.t’ word all day long at work and we won’t 

even think about it. But suddenly in the gathering of God’s people, we stop using that word. 

Why? Because amongst God’s people the bar is raised, sin is exposed, and we grow more 

together. This is God’s beautiful design for the church. To lovingly, in humility, conscious of our 

own sins, keep correcting each other. 

6. Up to the Growth Group to discuss. 


