
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

19. Ask Enter Beware 

Read Matthew 7:7-20 

 

1. Look closely at verse 12. Compare what Jesus says to what Confucius says: “What you 
do not want done to yourself do not do to others.” Discuss why Jesus Christ is 
absolutely unique in His teaching and how His moral standards are higher than 
anything human law can aspire to. 

 
2. In verse 7-11 Jesus says that God is even more reliable than earthly fathers. Jesus 

says that God will certainly definitely give good things to those who ask Him. What 
would you say to someone who says, “But I have asked, and I have been seeking 
and I have been knocking and God still hasn’t given me what I’ve asked for!”  

 
3. What are the four ways Jesus contrasts the way of the world and the way of 

discipleship?  
 

4. How do you know whether you have ‘entered’ the narrow way? 
 

5. What does Jesus mean when He says ‘false prophets in sheep’s clothing’? 
 

6. Following on from question 5, how will we spot false prophets? 
 

7. Discuss why it can be so dangerous to get Bible teaching from the internet? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leaders Notes 

1. Confucius’ axiom is the best human beings can aspire to. The essential principle is, ‘don’t do 

anyone any harm’. The same principle is true in our law. You must not do anything to harm your 

neighbour. But Jesus is way better than that. Jesus says that we are not only to NOT harm our 

neighbour, we must also DO good to our neighbour. Human beings try and ‘refrain’ from harm 

whereas Jesus’ moral law is higher and more stringent. He commands us to actively see the 

well-being of our neighbour. So, think about the parable of the Good Samaritan. In our law you 

are not allowed to mug someone, steal their stuff and leave them lying on the side of the road. 

But, you also don’t have to cross the road to help someone who has been mugged. But Jesus 

says we must cross the road and actively do good to our neighbour. This is why there is no law 

against being rich in our society. You can get richer and richer even if the folk around you are 

starving. There is no legal onus on you to look after the poor. You don’t have to look after 

others, as long as you don’t steal or commit fraud. Whereas the Bible says, if you are rich you 

must be generous and look after others. In short, the world says ‘don’t’ but only Jesus says ‘do’.  

2. When we are disappointed that God has not given us what we asked for we are acting like a 

three year old who is disappointed that her parents won’t give her the lolly she asked for. The 

fact is, God is a Good Father. And God will always give us good things. Therefore, logically, if 

God has not given you something you have asked for, its because it is not good for you. This 

calls for trust. Do you genuinely believe God is a good Father? If so, you can trust Him. Do you 

genuinely believe that God knows what is good for you? If so, you can wait on Him. Yes, but 

what about sickness and pain? Of course sickness and pain are not good things – in and of 

themselves – but obviously if God allows His children to continue with sickness and pain it must 

be for their eventual good. Sickness and pain never feel good but they do good – ETERNAL 

good. 

3. Wide vs narrow; many vs few; easy vs hard and destruction vs life. 

4. Taking into context everything Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount, the only way you can 

know that you have entered the ‘narrow way’ is if you truly know God as your Father, Jesus 

Christ as your Lord and the Spirit within you teaching you to deny yourself and follow Him. Of 

course its an ongoing journey and we all fall in many ways, but, the more progress we make in 

denying ourselves, living differently to the world, and loving our Father and His people more – 

the more we will be assured that God’s Spirit is indeed working within us and we can be assured 

we are on the right path. This is one of the best reasons to be in a Growth Group. In a Bible 

Study, you just get better (maybe) at studying the Bible. But in a Growth Group as you share life 

together, your brothers and sisters who love you are more likely to see your progress in the 

faith. In any event, if anyone lacks assurance – just enter today! The verbs ‘ask’, ‘enter’ and 

‘beware’ are all present tense continuous. We are to keep doing these things. 

5. False teachers will always back up what they say with the Bible. They will always use the name 

‘Jesus’. Jesus is saying ‘beware’ for the very reason that false teachers look like the real thing. 

Obviously. Satan is a deceiver, an Angel of Light. False teachers are not easy to spot… 

6. … but their fruit is. Where we don’t see people committing their lives to Jesus Christ, living 

differently from the world, we can be assured that the teaching is false. For example, the 

‘prosperity gospel’ is easy to spot. People who follow the ‘prosperity gospel’ want exactly what 

the world wants: health, wealth and prosperity. A church that preaches ‘health, wealth and 

prosperity’ will be crowded and very popular. But the people in that church by and large will 

look exactly like that world. They will be chasing the things the world chases. The fruit is rotten. 

7. The most obvious reason that Christians should not rely on the internet for their Bible teaching 

is because we are not in a position to judge the fruit of those teachers. We need to be a in a 

Bible teaching church where the fruit of the ministry can be seen so that we can guard ourselves 



against false teaching. The life and doctrine of the Bible teacher must be open for scrutiny. As 

Paul says to his protégé Timothy,  “You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my 

aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings 

that happened to me…” Paul says a good disciple will watch both the teaching and life of the 

teacher. False teachers may have plausible teaching, but their lives won’t show good fruit.  


