
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

20. Not Everyone 

Read Matthew 7:21-29 

 

1. When He says ‘Not everyone’ Jesus is not even talking about believers and 
unbelievers – He is talking about believers and believers! What are three grounds 
believers might be tempted to think gives them assurance that they will enter the 
Kingdom of heaven? 

 
2. Following on from the previous question, what value do you think there is in a 

ministry that is centred on ‘prophesying in Jesus’ name’, ‘deliverance in Jesus’ 
name’ and ‘doing miracles’ in Jesus’ name? 

 
3. In verse 23 Jesus says that He will say to some who think they are Christians, ‘depart 

from me you workers of lawlessness’. Discuss what the great danger of Bible study 
is? In other words, what must we guard against in a church like NCC where we place 
the highest emphasis on Bible teaching? Hint: see James 1:22-27 and James 2:26 
and James 3:1 

 
4. Who does Jesus think He is when He says that His words are the rock upon which 

we must build our lives? Hint: see Psalm 18:1-2 
 

5. This is our last study in the Sermon on the Mount. Spend a few moments skimming 
back over the whole Sermon and then discuss the following: 

 
- What are some of the practical ways we can build our lives on what Jesus 

says in the Sermon on the Mount? 
- Share some of the things Jesus has said in the Sermon that have impacted 

you most in your life? 
- Where are some areas in your life that you still need to keep working on in 

order to obey Jesus’ words? 
- How can we love each other better by encouraging each other to obey the 

Sermon on the Mount? 

 



Leaders Notes 

1. We know Jesus is discriminating between believers and believers because the three types of 

people He refuses entry all call Him ‘Lord, Lord’. The three false grounds for assurance are 

prophesying, casting out demons, and doing miracles – all in the name of Jesus! None of these 

things give you the assurance that you really are a Christian. 

2. In two words: not much. This is extraordinary. It is completely counter-intuitive to the way so 

many Christians think today. But that’s because there is such biblical illiteracy today. The fact is, 

these ministries do not prove anything. You can do all these things – prophesy, deliverance 

ministry, miracles – all in Jesus’ name and still not even be Christian! This is why ministry must 

instead focus on preaching and teaching the words of Jesus and not on these other things. And 

even more: we must not focus on these other things because it could be that we inadvertently 

give people the false idea that they are Christians when in fact they are not. 

3. The great danger for a church like NCC is that we become theologically sharp – only. We can 

pride ourselves on ‘getting the Bible right’ and we can be puffed up in knowledge but we don’t 

obey what Jesus says. Our faith can become cerebral and all about knowing instead of doing. 

We continue in our sin in spite of all our learning, thinking that because we’re learning more we 

are in fact growing as Christians. True Christian growth is about changing ethics – becoming 

more and more obedient to Jesus Christ, not just becoming more and more knowledgeable – by 

itself. “To whom much is given, much is required.” This is why we have Growth Groups and not 

Bible Studies. We want to change not just grow more knowledgeable. On that Great Day Jesus 

will judge those who continue in lawlessness no matter how well they know their Bibles. 

4. Without any hesitation Jesus assumes for Himself and His words what the Old Testament 

ascribes to Yahweh. This is another example proving that Jesus so obviously believes that He is 

Jehovah God of the Old Testament – which He most certainly is. Or He is an awful liar. Actually, 

if you search the Psalms you will see that there are many Psalms that cry out to God to save us 

from the flood. Jesus says that His words will do exactly that for you. 

5. Up to the Growth Group. 


