
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

2. Generous – love in action  

Read 2 Corinthians 8:8-15 

 

1. In your own words, how would you describe ‘generous’? 
 

2. Looking over chapter 8 as a whole, what will prove the genuineness of 
the Corinthians love? How do we know, using the same test, whether 
God’s love for us is genuine? Hint: see 1 John 4:9  

 
3. Look closely at verse 9. How can Christians develop a genuine love that 

overflows into generosity towards others?  
 

4. “I honestly wish I could give more money to gospel ministry but I really 
can’t.”  What would you say to someone like that according to verse 
12-13? Hint: see Mark 12:41-44 

 
5. Look at verse 15. If everything originally comes from God, like the Manna 

in Exodus 16, why does God allow some people the ability to get rich and 
some, even through no fault of their own, remain poor? Hint: see 1 
Corinthians 12:7, 21-26. 

 

6. 2 Corinthians 8-9 is all about money. Discuss other ways in which 
members of the church can be generous to others? 

 

 

 



Leaders Notes 

1. Up to the Growth Group. 

2. This study continues our series called ‘Generous’. Love is proved genuine by generosity to 

others. This is also how we know God truly loves us – He proved it by being generous. Extremely 

generous. He gave His Son so that we could live. 

3. The way Christians become generous is by constantly looking to Jesus. As we see how God has 

been so generous to us, and how God has made us rich in Christ, so we become liberal and 

generous towards others. If we didn’t keep our focus on Jesus, we might be tempted to believe 

that we are not rich. We might look at our houses and our cars and think that we are poor. 

Actually, in Jesus we are rich beyond our wildest imagination and therefore, out of those riches 

we become generous to others. If we don’t keep our eyes on Jesus we may look at people and 

think they don’t deserve our generosity (true). Only by keeping the gospel constantly in our 

minds will our hearts melt and overflow into generosity. 

4. God is always after the heart. Verse 12 tells us that if we truly desire to give more out of an 

appreciation of the riches we have in Jesus Christ, but we are unable to, this is completely 

acceptable to God. God knows our hearts and judges our hearts. It is not actually what  we give 

that shows our genuine love, but the desire in our hearts. The desire to give is more precious to 

God than the actual gift. According to verse 13 God doesn’t want us to be burdened. This is why 

we don’t make rules about giving in terms of amounts or anything like that. What may be easy 

for one person could be a burden to others. Rich folk whose children are grown and working will 

probably give more than 10% while young families just starting out may find 10% a real struggle. 

There are no rules. Genuine love working itself out in generosity is the only rule. 

5. This is all deliberate by God’s design. Think logically. What reason could evolution give for why 

women are physically weaker than men? You would think as the bearer of new life evolution 

would make women stronger! God has designed all this so that we learn to be generous. So that 

we have occasion to serve each other with the gifts that we have. Men are stronger than 

women IN ORDER to lay down their lives and serve women. 1 Corinthians 12 tells us that God 

has decided to give each person as He (God) decides. And He has done this so that we use our 

gifts for building others up. That’s what love looks like. We all need each other. God wants us to 

care for each other (1 Corinthians 12:25) and rejoice in other-person ‘servingness’ together (1 

Corinthians 12:26).  

6. Up to the Growth Group. But I’m hoping that people will see that serving is also love in action 

because it is being generous with your time. Encourage God’s people to make sure that they are 

generous also in words. We can speak kindly and graciously. We can offer to listen to other 

people who are suffering. We can pray. All of these things are generous. 


