
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

3. He is willing but we are unwilling 

Read Isaiah 30 

1. God’s people Israel were staring at certain disaster. The great superpower of Assyria 
was threatening. They were terrified – and with good reason. Read verse 1-4: List 
some of the things Israel did as they tried to prepare for the coming invasion. How 
far had they already taken this option according to verse 4? 

 
2.  What was God’s response to this course of action? Why do you think God reacted 

so badly to what Israel did in verse 1-4? What does God say will be the outcome of 
their lack of faith in Him? When we are frightened what are some of the ways we 
are tempted to do exactly what Israel did in verse 1-4? 

 
3. What is the second category of Israel’s rebellion Isaiah describes in verse 8-9? 

Rather than listen to the Word of God as written by Isaiah, what kind of message 
did God’s people want? Discuss whether you think this danger is present among 
those who call themselves God’s people today and what the antidote is? Hint: see 2 
Timothy 4:1-4 

 
4. For all the sin of His people, what is so surprising about God’s attitude to them in 

verse 18? What does this encourage us to do when we fall? What will happen if we 
presume upon God’s inclination/predisposition to mercy and grace according to 
15-17? 

 
5. Look closely at verse 19-22. Using these verses, what are some of the things you 

would say to someone who says, ‘I can’t go back to God now – I’ve done too many 
bad things, I’ve let Him down too badly’?  

 
6. What else will God do for us when we return to Him according to verse 26? 

 
7. Why are God’s people singing and rejoicing in verse 29-33 and what comfort does 

this give us? Hint: see Revelation 15:1-4 
 
 



Leaders Notes 

Our series in Isaiah is called ‘highlights’ in Isaiah because we can’t cover everything in every passage. 

Hopefully the Growth Group studies will complement and even supplement some of what is said on 

Sunday in the sermon.  

1. Israel made their own plans; made a sinful alliance ignoring God’s Spirit; went seeking help in 

Egypt; didn’t consult with God; looked for refuge and shelter in Egypt. Their officials were 

already in Egypt at Zoan and Hanes. 

2. The offence God takes is not that His people foresaw danger and decided to take precautions, 

but that they stopped looking to Him, trusting in Him and consulting with Him. In short they 

completely misplaced their trust. God takes offence at this because it is blasphemous not to 

trust in God. When we don’t trust in God we are saying that He is unreliable, His promises are 

worth little and that other things are more reliable. The heart of idolatry is looking to something 

other than God to protect you and keep you safe. The outcome of their mistrust is not just that 

these things cannot help but their lack of faith in God will result in humiliation, shame and 

disgrace. We often do the same, for example, “without asking my direction” – how often do we 

make plans without careful and persistent prayer asking for guidance? 

3. The first category of sin has to do with misplaced trust. The second category of sin is the 

rebellion of not wanting to listen to the word of God in the mouth of His prophet Isaiah. We are 

tempted to think that if we reject what God says we will be independent. The truth is, if we 

don’t listen to God we will always end up listening to something – something we find more 

palatable and pleasing to our egos – something ‘smooth’ and ‘illusory’? Exactly what 2 Timothy 

4:1-4 says. The only way to avoid slipping in to this danger is to stick to what is written – as 

Isaiah says in verse 8. God’s word is written and ‘forever settled in heaven’ (Psalm 119:89) we 

must pay attention to that and ignore illusions however ‘smooth’ they sound. 

4. God’s attitude to His people, in spite of them not trusting Him, and in spite of their rebellion 

against His Word – God still wants to show mercy and grace! It is a great surprise. A happy and 

pleasant surprise. God is so wonderfully keen on grace and mercy in spite of such provocation. 

Surely this encourages us to return to Him? Satan always tries to whisper to our souls that we 

have ‘blown it’. “This time, you have gone too far!” But God’s word says, no, we’ve never gone 

too far. We can always come back and God will always, always, always accept us again. Of 

course, if we refuse and rebel we can only look forward to disaster as verse 15-17 tells us. To 

presume upon God means that we think we don’t have to return to Him because, after all, He 

prefers grace and mercy. But Isaiah is clear, if we don’t return to Him we will be destroyed.  

5. God will be so gracious “surely gracious!”, hear our cry and answer us – and that’s just verse 19! 

The whole paragraph is a delightful description of how eager God is to accept returning rebels. 

He will reveal Himself to us, guide us, be our Teacher and we will be freed from our idols (verse 

22). As Jesus Himself said, ‘Whoever comes to me I will never cast out!” (John 6:37) 

6. He will be our Healer and Restorer. God is the One who will heal our broken hearts – hearts that 

have been broken because of our sinful rebellion. As it says at the end of verse 26, He will heal 

us of the wounds that He Himself has inflicted upon us. 

7. There are many who don’t like this kind of idea but the truth is that God’s people will rejoice 

when they see God’s righteous judgement fall upon His enemies. Just like Israel sang on the 

edge of the Red Sea (Exodus 15) so in Revelation 15:1-4 all God’s people will rejoice in His 

righteous judgement when His (and their) enemies are punished. We must learn to rejoice in 

God’s mercy, God’s grace and  in God’s righteous judgement. All of God’s beautiful attributes are 

a source of delight for the true believer. We don’t shy away or apologise for any of God’s 

delightful attributes. The rainbow wouldn’t be the same if one or two colours were missing. All 



God’s attributes, including His vengeance, are sweet and delightful to the Christian. But of 

course, the day of His vengeance has not yet come. Today is the day of salvation. The comfort is 

that there will be perfect justice one day and we will rejoice in it! Anyone who has ever been 

hurt by others will feel the comfort this brings. The comfort is that we don’t have to a) give up 

on justice or b) get revenge ourselves. We can trust in God for all these things. 


