
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

4. A message of comfort from God 

Read Isaiah 40:1-11 

1. God’s people Israel were staring at certain disaster. The great superpower of Babylon 
was threatening. They were terrified – and with good reason. They richly deserved 
what was coming to them. God is just and therefore He had promised punishment. In 
the light of that background, how surprising are the words of Isaiah 40:1? What 
does this tell us about God and His nature? Compare this to Isaiah’s contemporary 
prophet Hosea in Hosea 11:8-9. Discuss what is so beautiful about God from these 
verses. 

 
2. In verse 2 God says that His people have received ‘two things’ (double) which have 

fully dealt with their sins. They have done ‘hard labour’ (another way of translating 
‘warfare’) and there has been some sort of satisfaction made for their sins. How does 
the cross of Jesus Christ help us understand how we can be truly and fully forgiven 
for our sins? Scan through Isaiah 53 to find verses that help us understand the cross. 

 
3. Looking at verse 3-5 what great saving event in the history of Israel is Isaiah 

alluding to? How is this event helpful for understanding God’s future salvation 
(from Isaiah’s perspective) in Jesus Christ? Hint: see Mark 1:1-4; Luke 9:30; and 1 
Corinthians 5:7. 

 
4. The old hymn says, “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose, I will not, I will not 

forsake to his foes; that soul though all hell should endeavour to shake, I’ll never, no 
never, no never forsake!” Looking at Isaiah 40:6-8, how confident should we be that 
if we trust in the gospel we will never be lost? Hint: see 1 Peter 1:22-25  

 
5. Discuss why the picture of the Shepherd in Isaiah 40:9-11 is such a great comfort? 

Who is this Shepherd according to John 10? Hint: His name starts with a J. 
 

6. Putting Isaiah 40:1-11 together, what four things does the good news (gospel) of 
Jesus Christ tell us that ought to fill us with comfort straight from God? 

 
 
 



Leaders Notes 
1. The Bible has often said that God is ‘slow to anger but abounding in steadfast love’. God 

delights in mercy and grace, not in judgement. Though He judges, His anger doesn’t last long – 

as the Psalms say. It is a sweet thought that straight after announcing judgement God 

announces comfort. Its almost as if God cannot help but be patient and merciful. Hosea was a 

contemporary of Isaiah and in 11:8-9 God has this ‘internal battle’ within Himself where His 

justice demands that His people be punished but His heart is ‘warm and tender’ with 

compassion. How lovely is our God!  

2. There is some inevitable technicality in understanding the second half of this verse. The word 

‘pardoned’ is in the passive voice. Putting it all together, another more helpful way (although 

awkward) of translating the second half of verse 2 would be something like this: ‘… the 

punishment of their iniquity has been accepted as satisfactory.’ God says that Israel has been 

under deep distress because of her sins. But also, something has been offered for her sins. In 

some way a satisfaction has been made for her sins. The punishment her sins deserve has been 

paid out. The main thing that people need to understand is that God has atoned for our sins on 

the cross. When Jesus Christ died He took our punishment and the judgement we richly 

deserve. This is how God pardons our sins. There is no other way. Of course some folk may not 

accept it, but at least everyone needs to understand ‘penal substitution’ (punishment bearing 

substitution) as best describing what actually took place when Jesus died in our place according 

to the Bible. Isaiah 53 teaches this very clearly. 

3. Isaiah paints the future salvation of God’s people in terms taken straight out of the Exodus. Just 

as God came and saved His people from Egypt and led them through the wilderness so in the 

future (from Isaiah’s perspective) God will lead His people in another even greater Exodus. So, 

John the Baptist is the voice crying in the wilderness getting God’s people ready for the 

imminent Exodus (the Mark 1 passage), so also Jesus, Moses and Elijah are speaking on the 

Mount of Transfiguration and they are speaking about the Exodus (literal translation of the 

word ‘departure’ in Luke 9:30) that Jesus is about to accomplish in Jerusalem. 1 Corinthians 5:7 

speaks of Jesus as our ‘Passover Lamb’ which is the way God saved people from certain death in 

Egypt. In fact, the New Testament often describes our salvation through Jesus Christ’s death on 

the cross in terms that come out of the Exodus. God’s past saving event, the Exodus, is a pattern 

for God’s future saving event, the cross of Jesus Christ. 

4. The Bible is very clear that those who have trusted in God’s promise in the gospel of Jesus Christ 

are born again through that word. This is God’s doing, not their doing. And therefore, they can 

have absolute confidence that God’s word will always come through. No one who believes the 

gospel can ever, ever, ever, ever be lost. Yes, of course there are those who superficially 

“believe” the gospel – so does the Devil – and these people walk away from Jesus, but this kind 

of belief, mere intellectual assent, does not make us born again. It is when we give our hearts to 

the gospel, when we entrust our souls to it, when we hold on to it, when we let the gospel 

shape our lives – that is when we are born again. And the great comfort is that if anyone dies 

believing that they are a great sinner and Christ is a great Saviour (in the dying words of John 

Newton) – such a person will never be lost. This is the comfort every Christian ought to have 

based entirely on God’s word of comfort: the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

5. If the Shepherd was just tender and mild, we couldn’t trust Him to have the strength to protect 

us. If the Shepherd was extremely powerful we would be afraid to approach Him wondering 

whether He will be too strong for us. But the Shepherd God promises is both mighty and tender. 

This ‘admirable conjunction of diverse excellencies’ (in the words of Jonathan Edwards) gives us 

the greatest Hope. The only Person who perfectly meets this description is J____ C____ 



6. We don’t have to be punished for our sins because Jesus was; we don’t have to save ourselves 

because Jesus has; we don’t have to be afraid because God’s word is forever reliable and we 

don’t have to be strong, Jesus will, like a good shepherd, lead and guide us. Talk about 

comfort!!!!! 


