
PHILIPPIANS 1:1-11 GG QUESTIONS

Q1: There are two parts to Paul’s prayers; a prayer of thanks (v4) and a prayer of request
(v9-10).

How does Paul’s prayer focus  shape how we might pray for others (as well as for
ourselves?)

Q2: Paul calls himself a ”servant”, and calls the Philippian Christians “saints” or “holy ones”
(v1). He does not big-note himself.

What is it about the gospel of Jesus that creates a level playing field like that?

Q3: The goal of Paul’s prayer for the Philippians is not that they would have a quiet life or be
successful, but that they would be ready for the Last Day.

How much does the appearing of Jesus focus us in our prayer life and our conversation
with other Christians? If so, why and if not, why not?

Q4: In WA at the moment there isn’t a lot of joy, with COVID restrictions etc. In fact anger
and fear are on the rise.

How does knowing that God is at work in us through his Messiah, change us? How should
our lives be different to those around us in trying times?

Q5: Paul’s second prayer (vv9-10) is a “this leads to this leads to this..” type of chain-linked
prayer.

Work it backwards. If God is going to receive praise and glory from our lives (v11), what do
we as a church need to have in place?  What do you think we need to specifically work on
(individually, as a Growth Group, as a church?)

Q6: Paul indicates that he is in chains (v7), yet it’s clear that circumstances do not change his
perception of what God is doing.

Why is it often so hard to see God’s hand – and his work – in times of constraint and
difficulty? How does Paul’s confidence encourage us in our own circumstances (individually
and as a church?)


