
 

 

 
Philippians 2:12-30  

Discussion Questions 
 

 
THINK: Spend some time thinking about the Christians over the years who have been most 
encouraging to you in your Christian walk, whether recognized leaders or not, and then DISCUSS 
with your group members what it was about them that was so memorable and helpful. 
 
Read the passage Phil 2:12-30 
 
Question 1 (vv12-13).  Paul is not there to help the Philippian Christians, but he is confident that 
God will do the work in their lives as they do the work.  Notice it is not an “either/or solution”, but 
a “both/and” solution. 
 
How is it encouraging to know that God works and wills his pleasure in our lives, even while we are 
commanded to work out our salvation? 
 
What might happen to us if we neglect one side of this two-sided truth? 
 
 
Question 2 (vv14-18) Paul wants the Philippian Christians to live blameless and innocent lives, and 
to do so in such a way that it looks like light in a dark world, and it looks straight in a crooked 
world. He links this with a specific prohibition. 
Why do you think that grumbling and disputing might be a risk to the church in Philippi (and the 
church today?) 
What effect do these two problems have in the church, and how do they affect the witness of the 
church to the world? 
Why do you think Paul takes these so seriously, when there are heaps of other “spectacular” sins 
around? 
 
 
Question 3 (vv19-23) Paul’s first example of an encouraging Christian (to himself and to the 
Philippians, is Timothy). Look at why Paul says there is no one like him: not because he is an uber-
gifted spectacular minister, but because he has genuine concern for their welfare.  Note too that 
this is what makes Timothy stand out.  It seems that others in the early church were not so genuine 
and were not so interested in others, and were more interested in themselves. 
 
How does this attitude prove Timothy’s gospel worth?  What sorts of things do we tend to look at 
in people when we determine whether they are fit people for gospel ministry?  Do we value the 
things that a Timothy brings to ministering to others, or do we value other things? 
 
Why do you think our culture in general values spectacular and impressive gifts and talents rather 
than the genuine concern for others that Timothy displayed? 



 

 

 
Question 4 (vv25-30) Paul describes another gospel partner, Epaphroditus in a number of ways (in 
relation to Paul he is a brother/fellow worker/fellow soldier, and in relation to the Philippians he is 
their minister/messenger to Paul).  His own illness was a cause of great concern to Epaphroditus 
because it would distress the Philippians, while Paul was grateful to God for healing him because it 
meant Paul would not be overburdened with sorrow. 
 
How is Ephaphroditus a gospel example to the Philippians? How does his experience mirror the 
example of Jesus in 2:5-10?).  
 
What about Ephaphroditus does Paul say is worth honouring?  How does that differ from what we 
are tempted to honour in people today, especially in the church?  
 
Question 5  We often understand from Scripture that we should be joyful in all circumstances, but 
Paul here does offer certain circumstances to be joyful in. 
 
Go through the passage again and explore the ways in which the ideas of “joy” or “rejoice” are 
used. What things bring joy to Paul; what things should bring joy to the Philippians?   
 
Pray: Thank God for those Christians in your lives down the years who have been examples to you 
of godly living and who have encouraged you in the gospel in the ways that Timothy and 
Ephaphroditus did. Ask God to enable you to be such an encouragement to others, and if you need 
to seek forgiveness for being less than that to fellow Christians, then do so, asking God to cleanse 
us from grumbling and disputing. 
 
Spend time also praying for the Lead Pastor recruitment process and continue to be praying for the 
leadership team. 
 
Notice: Essentials course kicks off on the 16th March - https://northcoastchurch.org.au/essentials/ 


