
 

Exiles 1 Peter 4:11-19 

GG Notes 

Introduction 

Being a Christian in the Western world today is increasingly complex. The Christian faith is no longer 

seen as part of the solution to what ails us as a society, but part of the problem. And in a social media 

age it’s very easy for people to stick the boot into Christians, especially sexual ethics and the exclusive 

claims of Jesus. 

Peter says that, in line with the life of Jesus while on earth, his followers should expect to suffer for 

the sake of the gospel.  Gospel suffering is not the same as regular problems in life, or indeed physical 

suffering etc. Rather, gospel suffering is about being considered odd or considered stupid for following 

Jesus, and then being insulted and rejected for it.  And some of you know what that might be like. 

But here’s the big take away from the passage we are looking at, Peter says “don’t be surprised by it! 

And in it he tells us why. 

Discussion 

It’s never easy being scorned or insulted because of something we are committed to. Describe any 

experience you may have had in which being a Christian and admitting it, was confronting, risked a 

friendship, or just made you look plain weird.  How did you respond to it?  Was there a temptation to 

keep your head down at that time in order to avoid the conflict? 

 

Read through 1 Peter 4:11-19 together 

 

Task 1: List the words that describe the type of suffering that Peter is talking about.   

Ask: How does this differ from suffering other ways? 

Discuss: What do you think the passage is saying about what “suffering as a Christian” actually is? 

 

Task 2: Read through 1 Peter 1:1-7. 

Ask: What is the link between suffering “all kinds of grief” and the “genuineness of their faith”? How 

does suffering prove their faith? 

Discuss: What might it mean to reject the kind of suffering that Peter describes here? What would it 

say about the genuineness of our faith if we rejected such suffering? 



Discuss: How does this passage at the start of 1 Peter make sense of the passage later in ch4 that we 

are looking at? 

Task 3:  The sermon on Sunday by Steve mapped out four aspects of suffering: 

Reality of Suffering 

Reason for Suffering 

Response to Suffering 

Removal of Suffering 

 

Go through the text together and see if you can list the evidence in the passage for all four of these 

points. Write them down. See if you can link between all four of these and perhaps put the argument 

into your own words.  

Discuss: When v11 says “do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal”, why might we as Christians be 

surprised at it?  What about the way that Christianity is presented to us in the Western world might 

make us that way?  Think about other places in the world in which suffering is the inevitable result of 

following Jesus. 

Task: Read vv17-18.  These verses seem to speak about suffering as judgement on God’s people.  But 

think about the way that the word “judge” is used.  If God has judged our sin in Jesus on the cross, 

then the judgement being spoken about here cannot be the wrathful judgement of God. What type 

of judgement might it be (refer back to ch1:1-7). 

Discuss: Do you think that the refining process of God’s judgement on the Church today in the West 

is for a reason? What might that reason be?  What refining process is God undertaking in your life? 

 

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmyY642PBZs&t=635s&ab_channel=SpeakLife 

If you get a chance to watch this before or after your GG it might prove helpful in understanding 

why things have reached the place they have in terms of what it means to suffer insult as a Christian 

today. 

Pray For Each Other: 

What situations can you pray for each about in the coming week where you might find it confronting 

to be a Christian?  How should you pray for each other at this time? 

Thank God too that we don’t have to do this alone because God is with us by His Spirit, but also he has 

given us a Christian community to help us navigate this increasingly hostile world. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmyY642PBZs&t=635s&ab_channel=SpeakLife


Nathan and Libby Binns 

  

Praise Points: 

- Praise God that the entire three weeks away were a complete success. We (and our luggage) made 

it to every flight on time, neither of us got horribly sick, and the entire trip was an amazing and 

blessed experience. 

 

- Praise God for all the wonderful people that we met who made our trip the wonderful experience 

that it was. We hope that one day we can be such a blessing to others in the same situation.  

 

Prayer Points: 

- Now that we have seen the location where we will be living, please pray that we will reach our 

support-raising goal soon, as we are very excited to move back there as soon as possible. We are 

currently at about 60% of our total, and need to be at 100% before we can leave. This is the final 

step between us and leaving Australia.  

Would you like to donate to our work?  

Go to: http://wycliffe.org.au/donate 

Select: 'Unlisted Member' 

Enter Member Recipient ID #: 698027 

Want to contact us? 

nathan_binns@wycliffe.org.au 

 


