
 
 

Impact – Acts 3:1 – 4:31 
 
 
CONTEXT 

• Read Acts 2:42-47 
o What are the distinctive marks of the new fellowship of believers? 
o Where do they meet? 
o What opportunities and/or threats are they likely to face? Read on to find out! 

 
OBSERVATION & MEANING 

• Read Acts 3:1-10 
o How is the man described before and after his encounter with the apostles? 

Before: v2 lame from birth,  
being carried and put down every day to beg 
 
After: the man’s feet and ankles became strong.  
v8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk.  
walking and jumping, and praising God.  
 

o Why does Luke retell the event in this way? 
To emphasise how absolutely this was a miracle that can’t be explained by natural 
processes 
 

• Read Acts 3:11-26 
o Who is responsible for this miracle? 

▪ Jesus – since it is not by the apostles’ power but the power of Jesus’ name 
o List the ways the Old Testament is mentioned or referenced in this section 

▪ 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has 
glorified his servant Jesus.  

▪ 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer.  

▪ 21 Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to restore 
everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.  

▪ 22 For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like 
me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 
23 Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from their 
people.’ 



▪ 24 “Indeed, beginning with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have 
foretold these days.  

▪ 25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with 
your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on 
earth will be blessed.’ 26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him first 
to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 
 

o What does this miracle tell us about Jesus? 
This question is a chance to summarise the data gathered in the question 
above. See if your group can put all that into their own words. 
i.e. The miracle (in Jesus’ name) shows that Jesus has been gloried (raised 
and now ruling from heaven) and is indeed the Messiah, the prophet like 
Moses whom the prophets pointed towards as the one who would bring 
God’s blessings to his people. 
 

o What do these OT references tell us about how people should respond to this 
miracle? 

▪ People must listen to this glorified one / prophet / Messiah or else be cut off 
from the people of God 
 

• Read Acts 4:1-22 
o What are the 2 responses to the message that are seen in this section? 

▪ The Jewish leaders arrest the apostles 
▪ But many more believe the message and join the fellowship of believers 

o List the ways the Old Testament is mentioned or referenced in this section 
▪ 11 Jesus is: “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the 

cornerstone.’ 
▪ Why does this Old Testament passage convince the apostles that: “12 

Salvation is found in no one else”? 
In killing Jesus, the Jewish leaders pass a judgment of rejection on him. The 
fact that God raised him is the proof that he fulfils this quote from Psalm 
118 – making him the one and only saviour 

o Why do the leaders want the apostles’ to stop speaking? 
▪ They want to stop ‘this thing’ from spreading 

o Why can’t the apostles stop speaking? 
▪ They feel under obligation by God to keep speaking because they are 

witnesses – they have seen and heard everything about Jesus from the start! 
 

• Read Acts 4:23-31 
o List the ways the Old Testament is mentioned or referenced in this section 

▪ 24 “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and 
the sea, and everything in them.  

▪ 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our 
father David: 
“‘Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
against the Lord 
    and against his anointed one.’ 



o How is this Psalm an encouragement to the believers after they’ve received threats 
against them? 

▪ Because they realise that God’s word (here in Psalm 2) says that the rulers of 
the world will oppose God’s Messiah – so even this opposition is 
confirmation that Jesus is the true Messiah and only saviour! 

o What action do the believers therefore take? 
▪ They pray and speak the word of God boldly 

 

APPLICATION  

• How do you feel about the exclusive claims about salvation being found only in Jesus? 

o How do you think your friends / family / neighbours feel about this? 

OK for these questions to elicit feeling responses 

• Do you think these exclusive claims are justified? Why / Why not? 

• This is an opportunity to see whether group members have picked up (& convinced by) the 

apostles’ reasoning that the miracle confirms the Old Testament promises that Jesus is the 

Messiah and therefore is justified in these exclusive claims. 

o Do you think your friends / family / neighbours would be convinced? Why / Why 

not? 

 

• In what context do you most need boldness to speak in Jesus’ name? 

• Chance for people to be vulnerable about where they find talking about Christ challenging. It 

might be everywhere! 

o According to this passage what will help give us boldness? 

o The Holy Spirit! Along with an awareness of all that Scripture says about who Jesus is 

– the reigning Messiah, who brings salvation, who will decisively win despite the 

hostility of the rulers of the nations 

PRAYER: 

- Thank God that there is no other name by which salvation is found.  
- Pray for boldness to speak in Jesus’ name, especially where that is challenging. 
- Pray for people you know to respond in faith to the saving message of Jesus. 


