
 
 

Vision – Acts 1 
 
 
CONTEXT 

• Read Luke 1:1-4 
o What is Luke’s purpose in writing his gospel account  
o How are Luke and Acts connected? 

Acts is part 2 of Luke’s account of Jesus’ life. Part 1 (Luke) tells of all he ‘began to do 
and teach’ in his earthly ministry, while part 2 (Acts) tells of all he continues to do 
(through the Spirit and his apostles) in his heavenly ministry. Both accounts concern 
the work of Jesus as the saving king of God’s kingdom. 

 

OBSERVATION 

• Read Acts 1 
o What important events take place between Jesus’ resurrection and the coming of 

the Holy Spirit in Acts 2. (You can even make a timeline of the events if it would 
help.) 

▪ Jesus gives proofs he’s alive 
▪ Jesus teaches about the kingdom over 40 days 
▪ Jesus’ commands them to wait for the Spirit 
▪ Jesus ascends to heaven 
▪ The disciples join together in prayer and wait 
▪ The disciples choose a replacement for Judas 

o NB. The goal of this task is simply to lay out the content of this passage which the 
questions below will try to unpack. Feel free to use it as a quick task to get everyone 
on the same page. 

 

MEANING 

• What (wrong) assumptions are the disciples making about God’s kingdom in verse 6? 

They assume the kingdom will come immediately, instantly, to Israel only.  

• What instead is the kingdom task they will be given? 

To be Jesus’ witnesses, that is witnesses of his sin-defeating death and death-defeating 

resurrection to be Lord of all. 

• Why are they to wait for the Holy Spirit until they undertake this task? 

From the text we’re told they will receive ‘power’ when the Holy Spirit comes on them. As 

verse 8 continues, it’s clear that the power is to enable them to boldly witness to the 

resurrection (which is what happens in the following chapters! See 4:8-10, 31) 



• Why was it important for Judas’ replacement to “have been with us the whole time the Lord 

Jesus was living among us”? 1:21 

Because their task is to “become a witness with us of his resurrection” – therefore he must 

be a real, first-hand eyewitness to the events of Jesus’ life 

• Why is it noteworthy that Matthias is chosen by lot? 

Because he is God’s choice, a clear endorsement of apostolic authority upon him and the 

other apostles. 

 

APPLICATION  

• We aren’t physical witnesses of Jesus and his resurrection, so how might this chapter apply 

to us? 

We can be confident in the words of the apostles about their witness to the resurrection of 

Jesus. Our ministry to others about the Lordship of Christ must therefore be based on the 

apostles’ words in the New Testament.  

• How would you respond to someone who has doubts about the historical reliability of Jesus’ 

resurrection? 

This is a deliberately open-ended type question. Feel free to let group members share 

experiences of responding to these questions. If they’ve grasped Acts 1, hopefully they will 

see that we should invite sceptics to investigate the eye-witness accounts of the apostles in 

the Bible.  

PRAYER: 

- Thank God for his provision of the apostles to act as witnesses to Christ’s resurrection and 
give thanks for those who passed on that message to you. 

- Pray that God would use North Coast Church in taking the gospel to Perth and beyond so 
that more people would joyfully enter the kingdom of his Son. 


