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Impact – Acts 9:1-31 
 
 
Context 

• Looking back through Acts what kinds of people have believed in Jesus? (i.e. their 
nationality, ethnicity, morality, culture, physical appearance, gender, wealth etc) 

o What has this taught us about the spread of the gospel? 

Observation 

• Read Acts 8:1-31 
Survey the changes that take place for Saul by completing the table below: 

 Saul Before Meeting Jesus Saul After Meeting Jesus 

His Movements 
 
 
 

To the High Priest 
Jerusalem → Damascus 

Damascus → Jerusalem 
Out the wall in a basket 
Jersualem → Tarsus 

His Mission 
 
 
 

To destroy the church, arrest and 
lead others back to Jerusalem 
Commissioned by High Priest 

To preach Christ to the Gentiles 
Commissioned by Christ 

His opinion about 
Jesus 
 
 

An imposter The Christ / Messiah 

His Actions 
 
 
 

Persecutor & eliminator of church Immediately began preaching Christ, 
arguing for him as the Messiah 

His treatment by 
the Jews 
 
 

Endorsed as the leader against 
Christians 

They attempt to kill him in each 
place 

His treatment by 
the believers 
 
 

Afraid of him Still afraid of him!  
But then by God’s guidance come to 
see him as a brother, fellow-disciple 

 
 
 
 



2 | P a g e  

 

Meaning 

• List the ways in which God sovereignly directs the course of events in this passage? 
Jesus himself intervenes in Saul’s journey 
Appears in a vision to Ananias 
Appears in a vision to Saul – so he knows to expect Ananias 
 

• Why does Jesus say, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
Jesus has complete solidarity with his people (his body) so that to persecute them is to 

persecute him.  

 

• How do the believers feel about Saul’s conversion? How would you feel? 
They’re sceptical and fearful (as I would be!) 
 

o How does he come to be accepted by the believers in Damascus? In Jerusalem? 
In Damascus it’s through the endorsement of Ananias, who is confident to approach 
Saul on God’s direction through the vision. 
In Jerusalem, it is Barnabas who takes the risk in approaching Saul and leads him to 
the apostles.  
 

o What does this tell us about the results of conversion? 
Despite his background and past actions, conversion brings about a fundamental 
change to Saul’s actions and attitudes towards Jesus and his people. 
Similarly it leads to Saul being accepted and welcomed into the fellowship of 
believers, despite their valid reservations! 

 

• How do the Jews feel about Saul’s conversion? 
They don’t react to Saul’s conversion – but they do react to his preaching! And they make 
plans to kill him. 
 

o What does this tell us about the results of conversion? 
It brings opposition from those he was formerly aligned with. The same is true for us 
– you might like to expand this discussion with your group. 
 

• Why do you think Saul is God’s choice of person to take the message to the Gentiles?  
Wouldn’t it make more sense for him to take the message to the Jews? 
It would make much better worldly sense for this well-connected Jewish leader to evangelise 
the Jews…but that’s not how God works. Instead, it seems that God intentionally uses the 
least likely person for this mission (a out-and-out Jew, a persecutor of the church) in order to 
show how much the inclusion of the Gentiles has its basis in his plan and purposes. 
 

o How does Saul’s dramatic conversion help to validate the gospel mission to the 
Gentiles?  
Another chance to discuss the answer above. 

 

Application 

• How are we connected to the event of Saul’s conversion? 
Many of us are Gentile believers! Therefore, in God’s sovereign conversion and calling of 
Saul we receive the blessing of the start of a mission to us. A cause for thanksgiving at God’s 
grace. 
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• What does this tell us about the following: 
o Who can be saved? 

 
 

o Who God can use? 
The extent of the turn-around for Saul helps us to see the extent of God’s willingness 

to save and call into service even those who are fully set against him. 

 

Pray 

• Give thanks for the extreme mercy of God that extends even to violent oppressors such as 
Saul, and the confidence that gives to us who have followed after him. 

• Pray that God would work similar transformations in our lives through our turning to trust 
Christ. 


