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Impact – Acts 11:1-30 
 
Note: GG Leaders meeting is on Sunday 30th Oct in the conference room 
 
 
Context 

• Read Acts 11:1-2 – why is Peter being criticised? (If you have time, read chapter 10 to see 
what has happened) According to Jewish thinking, what was wrong with his actions? 
It’s helpful to start this study by considering the relationship Jewish people had with Gentiles 
– namely that they considered them ‘unclean’ due to the OT food holiness laws, and 
enemies since they had been oppressed by Gentiles for centuries 

Observation 

• Read Acts 11:1-30 
Lay out the sequence of events as retold by Peter 
You don’t need to use all these boxes, just as many as you like. You can include the criticism 
of the circumcised believers in the sequence of events but that’s not necessary (there’s 
questions about that below). Your groups can draw pictures if they like or just write down 
what happens in order. You can also refer back to chapter 10, which describes the events 
directly, if that’s helpful. 
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Meaning 

• Would Peter have gone with the men from Joppa if he hadn’t received the vision or been 
told by the Spirit to go? Why? Why not? 
This is intended as a creative way to get people to explain in their own words how the vision 
convinces Peter that it’s ok to go with the men. We have to assume that he wouldn’t have 
gone into the house of a Gentile without God’s intervention – since God’s intervention was 
obviously needed to convince him! 
 

• How then does Peter’s vision convince him to go with them?  
 

o What principle does he learn?  
 

o What connection does he make between the vision and the three men arriving? 
The key principle is verse 9. The connection Peter makes is that just as in his vision God 
declares all food clean; he is declaring all people clean*. 
*Clean-ness here is not the same as declaring all people righteous or saved. Clean simply 
means that Peter himself won’t be defiled by contact with these Gentiles as he would’ve 
been under the Old Testament law. 
 

• What convinces Peter that he should accept these Gentiles as fellow believers? 
The fact that God gives them the Spirit – as he promised, and the same as with them (the 
Jews). 
 

• How does Barnabas respond to the news that Gentiles are coming to faith? 
Was glad. Encouraged them to remain true to the Lord. Went and got Saul in order to teach 
the new believers together for a year. 
 

o Why is his response significant? 
This question is just a way to talk more about Barnabas. He takes the first steps in 
expressing this acceptance of the Gentiles in concrete ways. You could ask some 
follow-up Qs: How might this spread of the church gone differently if Barnabas 
wasn’t full of the HS and faith? Why was going to get Saul such a key move? Etc 
 

• How do the Judean Christians express fellowship with the Gentile Christians? 
Through the ministry of Barnabas and Saul 
 

• How do the Gentile Christians express fellowship with the Judean Christians? 
Through the collection of money to help brothers and sisters living in Judea through the 
famine. 
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Application 

• Have you ever encountered racist attitudes among Christians? Why is this so opposed to the 
gospel message? 
Here we are attempting to land in a practical way the principles we found in meaning – that 
no people of any race are unclean and all are able to receive the Spirit and life through 
repentance and faith. 
 

• How accessible is North Coast Church to people from different cultural backgrounds? How 
might we grow in this area? 
Again, this question is intended to help land our discussion in practical ways. Please send 
feedback to the staff team if there are things we can do corporately to grow in this area! 
 

• List the ways we might express our fellowship with Christians from different backgrounds. 
(Can include more ideas than just those mentioned in the passage). 
Sending mission partners. Sharing in financial needs. Praying for one another. Sharing 
resources for teaching / training / encouragement. Bible translation work. Etc etc. 

 

Pray 

• Pray for the North Coast Church mission partners who are working to share the gospel and 
encourage believers in different cultural contexts.  
 

• Pray that God would make us as individuals welcoming to believers of different backgrounds 
and attentive to how we might build them up in Christ. 


