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North Coast Church Growth Groups 
2 Timothy 1:1 – 2:2 

 
Context 

• Read all of 2 Timothy out loud – it only takes 10-11minutes! 
o As you read, make a list of all the times Paul mentions hardships, suffering, 

difficulties or disappointments. 
This exercise should help groups to get the big picture of the letter. Be sure to help your 
group to make note of the times Paul talk in general about suffering as well as the times he 
gives particular examples of hardship he faces in his own life in the course of gospel ministry. 
You might like to write the list on a piece of paper to refer back to through ongoing weeks. 

Observation 

• Re-read 2 Timothy 1:1 – 2:2 
Write a one paragraph bio of Paul based on these verses only. 
Write a one paragraph bio of Timothy based on these verses only. 
Paul’s letter is like a ‘ministry manifesto’ from him, as an apostle who is reaching the end of 
his time serving the Lord (see 2 Tim 4:6-7), to Timothy, the one who will take up Paul’s work 
after him. The activity of writing their bios should draw some of these elements out, along 
with the reality of suffering for them both! 

 
Meaning 

• Write down all the direct instructions Paul gives to Timothy 
1.6 fan into flame the gift of God 
1.8 do not be ashamed 
1.8 join with me in suffering 
1.13 keep as the pattern of sound teaching 
1.14 guard the good deposit 
2.1 be strong in the grace 
2.2 entrust to reliable people 
 

• What do we learn about the gospel: 
 

o When it was planned 
o What it achieves  
o Who is responsible 

The aim here is simply to spend time unpacking verse 9 & 10 to see the grace of God in 
Christ leading to our unearned salvation and eternal life. 
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• How do you feel after reading verses 9 & 10? 
Just a chance to marvel at God’s grace together! 
 

• What does Paul see as his role? 
Herald, apostle and teacher of the gospel (this should’ve come up in the bio above) 
 

o What challenges does he face in that role? 
He’s been thrown in prison, people have deserted him, he faces suffering  

 

o How important does Paul think his role is? 
The most important thing in the world – life and death! (1:10) 

 

• What does Paul see as Timothy’s role? 
Following on from him. To keep that same pattern of sound teaching, and guard the good 

deposit of the gospel 

 

o Why is he well suited to this task? 
Because he himself knows the gospel from his grandmother and mother (hence has 
a family heritage of guarding and passing on the gospel) and he has the Spirit (that’s 
what the ‘gift of God’ refers to in 1:6) 
 

o What methods will he use to achieve his goal? 
Timothy must guard the good deposit by continuing to teach the gospel message he 
has heard from Paul (1:13) and by passing it on to others who will teach others and 
pass on the job of teaching to others too and so on… (2:2) 

 
o What challenges does Paul think Timothy will face in that task? 

He too will face suffering and the prospect of shame and will need to join Paul in 
facing that for the sake of the gospel. 

 

• This task seems very challenging! How will Paul and Timothy be able to do it? 
The trick to this question will be to let your group come up with answers but then direct 
them back to the Bible to see if there’s anything specific that the passage suggests will 
empower them to do it. There they’ll find that it’s the Spirit who will empower them for this 
task in the face of suffering and shame (1:7, 1:14) and the message of God’s grace itself that 
will strengthen them to endure (2:1). 
Be sure to make your group explain the logic of this via follow up questions. How will God’s 
Spirit empower them? How will knowing God’s grace strengthen them? 
 

Application 

• Where do we see the entrusting of the gospel in action in at North Coast Church? 
Hopefully, they will see that happening right now in your Growth Group! As the same gospel 
message gets faithfully taught. Your group might also see it in action in the training of 
leaders from our young adults to lead growth groups and teach at North Coast Youth.  
 

• When might we be tempted to feel ashamed of the gospel? 
 

o What will help us in those circumstances? 
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Pray 

• Thank God for those who faithfully passed on the gospel of life to us.  
 

• Pray that God would strengthen us to not be ashamed of the gospel and to be part of the 
gospel heritage of others in our families and communities. 


