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North Coast Church Growth Groups 
2 Timothy 2:1-26 

 
Context 

• Quickly Skim / Read through 2 Timothy  
o Compile 2 lists of names:  

People who have HELPED Paul and his mission People who have HURT Paul and his mission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NB. Also note in what particular ways they helped or hurt Paul and his mission 

• Of the people who have hurt – are they mostly insiders or outsiders?  
(i.e. where insiders are those who are or have been part of the Christian community at some 
stage) 
You can read the whole of 2 Timothy out loud again if it would be helpful or it’s totally fine 
just to skim through looking for names. The interesting thing to see is that most of the 
people who have hurt Paul and his mission are those insider who have deserted him or 
turned away from the truth. This serves as an introduction to the challenge of false teaching 
in this chapter (seen in Hymenaeus and Philetus). 

Observation 

• Read 2 Timothy 2:1-26 
Summarise the qualities or characteristics Timothy will need to have as he joins Paul on his 
gospel mission. (Hint: look for any metaphors or direct instructions) 
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Meaning 

• Paul uses 3 metaphors to describe Timothy’s gospel-proclaiming role 

• What is the end goal of the:  
o Soldier – to please his commanding officer 
o Athlete – to win the crown 
o Farmer – share in crops 

▪ How does that help to define Timothy’s work? 
Needs to keep himself focused on the end of eternity with God and in the 
present to concern himself with pleasing God not people 
 

• According to Paul what is the defining characteristic of the:  
o Soldier – not distracted by civilian affairs 
o Athlete – competes according to the rules 
o Farmer – hardworking  

▪ How does that help to define Timothy’s work? 
His focus needs to be on God and his gospel. He needs to work hard in the 
face of difficulty and aim for faithfulness to the gospel message  

 

• How does Paul describe the problem/s Timothy will face? 
Quarrelling about words. Godless chatter. Foolish and stupid arguments. False teaching. 
 

• How does Paul describe the outcome of these errors? 
Ruins those who listen. They become more and more ungodly. Teaching will spread like 
gangrene. Destroy the faith of others. 

 

• How does Paul suggest Timothy should tackle these problems? 
There’s actually lots to say here – help your group look all the way through the passage. 

V14 keep reminding people of the gospel 
V14 warn them 
V15 Correctly handle the word of truth 
V16 Avoid such godless chatter 
V21 pursue holiness 
V25 gently instruct & teach 
 

o How does this stand in contrast to the false teachers? 
V22 must pursue peace and holiness 
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V24 must not be quarrelsome 
V25 must be gentle 
All these qualities contrast with the manner and character of the false teachers 
You could also discuss how their end goal is different! 
 

• What truths help Paul himself to persevere in his gospel task? 

Again, there’s actually lots to say here – help your group look all the way through the 

passage. 

1) The fact that Jesus is raised and is king (descended of David) – that is: the gospel 
message itself 

2) That God’s word is not chained even if he is – so he knows it will be effective 
3) The prospect of others sharing in the eternal glory offered by Christ in the gospel 
4) The promise that union with Christ and enduring in him means that we will live and reign 

with him into eternity 
5) The reality that disowning Jesus means losing that eternal hope 
 
 

Application 

• According to this passage – what are the challenges that Christian leaders will face? How 
might they fail? 
 

o With this in mind how might you pray for your Growth Group leader or church 
leaders? 

 

• Do you ever feel dispirited in your service of the Lord? 
 

o From this passage, what truths might you lean on to persevere in serving or sharing 
the gospel? 

 

 

Pray 

• Ask God to help us remember the victory of Christ Jesus and the future hope he has secured 
for his people. 
 

• Pray that God would grow Christian leaders in holiness and gentleness, and an unwavering 
focus on the eternal gospel. 


