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North Coast Church Growth Groups 
2 Timothy 4:1-22 

 
Context 

• Read 2 Timothy 4:1 
From this verse, what cosmic realities (both present and future) must Timothy keep in view 
now? 

Observation 

• Read 2 Timothy 4:1-5    Read 2 Timothy 4:6-22 
Make a list of Timothy’s tasks    Make a list of Paul’s experiences 
and the challenges he’ll face   and the challenges he’s faced 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw lines to connect items on the 2 lists where Paul’s life provides a model for Timothy 
(NB. There may be multiple points of connection for different items) 
 

Meaning 

• How does Paul’s charge to Timothy (verse 2) connect to the cosmic context of verse 1? 
Explain. 
Because Timothy (& Paul) now live under the view of God & Christ who will pass judgment 
on them – their obedience & service is paramount.  
Because all people will face the judge of all – they must be told about the gospel of Christ’s 
rule and salvation. 
Because Christ will appear in his kingdom – Paul and Timothy’s must live now in service of 
that kingdom. 
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Because Christ will appear in his kingdom – all people must be called to belong to that 
kingdom before the day of judgment. 
Look for logical connections like these and more… 
 

o What might it look like for us to be conscious of those cosmic realities? 

This question is a chance to personalise this. How much do we think about these 
cosmic realities (Christ’s coming return to judge and establish his kingdom)? How 
might this shape our prayer life, our boldness in sharing the gospel? 

• What manner is Timothy to bring to his task? 
He is to be prepared regardless of the reception his gospel proclamation receives. 

He is to do it with great patience and care. 

 

o Why does he require these qualities / characteristics? 
The logic seems to connect the need for patience and care with the reality that 
people won’t listen and will turn away. Therefore patience endurance and careful 
instruction are needed so that Timothy doesn’t give up or compromise on the truth 
in the face of that. 

 

• What does Paul mean by the expression “itching ears”? 
Paul is trying to capture the idea that people have an ‘itching’ desire to hear things that suit 
them and their personal desires, rather than the truth. 
 

o Can you think of examples of itching ears: in our Australian culture? In our church 
culture? 
No wrong answers. See what your group comes up with and discuss as is fruitful. 

 

• Reading verses 6 & 7 – how would you describe Paul’s life’s ambition? 
Or to ask a different way: According to Paul what has he accomplished with his life? 
Paul clearly sees that his life is all about enduring in Christ, continuing in his calling to belong 
to Jesus and make him known. He has been entrusted with guarding the gospel message 
(kept the faith) – he sees that he has done this in his own life by continuing to trust and 
follow Jesus to the end, and now passes this commission on to Timothy (v5). 
 

o NB. A drink offering was wine that was poured out over a sacrificed animal as an 
aroma pleasing to the Lord.  
How does this help us understand how Paul thinks about his life? 
He willingly pours his life out for the sake of Christ.  

 

• What has motivated Paul to take this attitude to his life? 
The certain promise of “the crown of righteousness” (a right standing with God on the final 
day) is clearly what drives Paul. You might follow up by asking: “What do you think Paul 
means by that?” “Why is it important that it is the Lord, the righteous judge who will award 
it?” “What does it mean to be someone who ‘longs for his appearing’? 
 

Application 

• The command to “Preach the Word” does not refer to the preaching of a Sunday sermon but 
to any and every context in which the message of the gospel is shared. 
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o Are there people or settings where might God be calling us to take up this charge 
also? 
This is a chance for people to share gospel opportunities they are currently engaged 
in, or prompt them to think of people or places in their life where opportunities to 
talk about Jesus might exist. 

 
o How would you feel if you were Timothy and your gospel proclamation drew a 

response that was ‘out of season’ or faced ‘itching ears’? 
A question to help people recognise that they too might face the same resistance to 
the gospel, and to consider how they might feel / respond. 

 

• How often do you think about the return of Christ:   
o his return to judge 
o his return to rule over his kingdom 
o his return to reward those who have endured in faithfulness to him 

 
Daily | Weekly | Monthly | Yearly 
 
 

• What practical steps could you take to make Christ’s return a more conscious reality for you? 

 

Pray 

• Praise God for the crown of righteousness he promises to all who endure in Christ. Pray that 
he would cause our hearts to continuing longing for his return. 

• In view of Christ’s appearing and kingdom ask God to lead us to gospel opportunities – 
whether sharing our personal testimony, extending invitations to gospel events or sharing 
the news of Jesus’ saving work. 


